Planetary Sciences Section Newsletter: March 2017
Upcoming Deadlines & Meetings
The latest information about the Planetary Sciences section of AGU can always be found on our
website.
Upcoming Deadlines
March 15: Union Fellows and Union Honors, Awards & Prizes nomination site closes

•
•
•
•

April 1: Deadline for GSSI Student Grant
April 14: Section & Focus Group Awards nomination site closes.
April 15: Deadline for several student & early career scholarships/travel grants
April 19: Deadline for 2017 Fall Meeting Session Proposals

Upcoming Events

•
•
•
•

20–24 March: 48th Lunar and Planetary Science Conference, The Woodlands, TX
23–28 April: European Geosciences Union (EGU) General Assembly, Vienna, Austria
24–28 April: Astrobiology Science Conference (AbSciCon), Mesa, AZ
20–25 May: Japan Geoscience Union–American Geophysical Union (JpGU-AGU) Joint
Meeting, Chiba City, Japan (Abstract Deadline, 16 February)
• JpGU-AGU Meeting Student Travel Grant: $1000 for students presenting at the JpGUAGU Meeting and traveling from outside Japan.
• JpGU-AGU Meeting Berkner Travel Fellowship: Funds all travel-related expenses for
students and early career scientists from low-income and lower- to middle-income
countries to present at the JpGU-AGU Meeting.

• June 12-15: 3rd Planetary Data Workshop, Flagstaff, AZ
• June 13-15: Dust in the Atmosphere of Mars and its Impact on Human Exploration, Houston,
TX

• June 13-15: SBAG Meeting, Greenbelt, MD
Executive Announcements
Nominations for the 2017 AGU Honors (including Union Fellows, awards, medals and prizes) are now
being accepted until March 15. Planetary section awards, such as the Whipple and Greeley Early
Career Awards are also currently accepting awards until April 15. We urge you to take this opportunity
to nominate a student, a colleague, peer, or mentor whose achievements have made a difference in
the Earth and space sciences.

• American Geophysical Union Fellows
This honor is given to individual AGU members who have made exceptional scientific
contributions and attained acknowledged eminence in the fields of Earth and space sciences.
Since the establishment of the AGU Fellows program in 1962 and in accordance with AGU
bylaws, no more than 0.1% of the total membership of AGU is recognized annually. The
current list of Fellows is here.

• Ronald Greeley Early Career Award in Planetary Science
Established in 2012, the Ronald Greeley Early Career Award in Planetary Science is given
annually to one honoree (no more than 6 years postdegree) in recognition of significant early
career contributions to planetary science. This award is named in honor of AGU Fellow Ronald
Greeley for his influential contributions made to training and mentoring planetary scientists.

• Whipple Award
Established in 1989, the Whipple Award is given annually to one honoree in recognition of
outstanding contributions in the field of planetary science. This award is named in honor of
AGU Fellow Fred Whipple, a gifted astronomer most noted for his work on comets. The
Whipple Award includes an opportunity to present an invited lecture during the AGU Fall
Meeting, held in San Francisco, CA. The Whipple Lecture is webcast and made available as an
archived presentation on the AGU website.
In Memoriam: Tobias “Toby” Owen (1936-2017)
Dr. Tobias C. Owen passed away Saturday, March 4th. Toby studied the origin and composition of
planetary atmospheres and comets.
An alumnus of the University of Chicago and professor of astronomy at the University of Hawaii, Toby
used ground-based telescopes and spectrometers as well as remote sensing and in situ instruments
on spacecraft. He was a member of the lander molecular analysis team on NASA's Viking Mission to
Mars from 1969 to 1978. He also worked on NASA's Galileo mission to Jupiter, the Cassini-Huygens
mission to Saturn and Titan and the Juno mission to Jupiter.
A recipient of the NASA honor medal for exceptional scientific achievement, Owen has conducted
published research on a number of topics including atmospheric studies of Venus and comets. He has
also participated in international space efforts with Europe and Japan.
He will be dearly missed by friends and colleagues across the world, tributes can be found here and
here.
FYIs

• 2017 NASA Planetary Science Summer Seminar* Applications Open
NASA is accepting applications from science and engineering post-docs, recent PhDs, and
doctoral students, as well as engineering students within 6-9 months of completion of their
master’s degree (but not planning to pursue a PhD degree), for its 29th Annual Planetary
Science Summer Seminar (Formerly Planetary Science Summer School), to be held July 2428, 2017 at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, CA.
During the program and pre-session webinars, student teams will carry out the equivalent of an
early mission concept study, prepare a proposal authorization presentation, present it to a
review board, and receive feedback. Applications are due April 3, 2017. Partial financial
support is available for a limited number of individuals.

• Europa Lander SDT Report Released
The Europa Lander Science Definition Team Report presents the integrated results of an
intensive science and engineering team effort to develop and optimize a mission concept that

would follow the Europa Multiple Flyby Mission and conduct the first in situ search for evidence
of life on another world since the Viking spacecraft on Mars in the 1970s.

• 2017 NASA authorization bill passes both houses of Congress
For the first time in nearly six and a half years, the US Congress has passed a NASA
authorization bill with the approval of the NASA Transition Authorization Act of 2017. The bill
authorizes $19.5 billion in spending for NASA in fiscal year 2017, and includes a number of
policy provisions directing NASA’s activities for the coming fiscal year
• 2018 Budget Still Up In The Air
From Robert Lightfoot, Acting NASA Administrator:
“Last week, the White House released budget guidance to NASA and other government
agencies for Fiscal Year 2018. In a normal, non-transition year this guidance – typically called
“The Passback” -- would have been received shortly after Thanksgiving. Timing of this budget
effort is not unusual during a transition year, but it is also important to point out that discussions
are still underway. We’re not yet at a point during this deliberative process where we have
enough firm details to discuss the budget proposal for Fiscal Year 2018.
You may have already heard some of what we are able to share. The Administration is
preparing a Fiscal Year 2018 budget that would increase base military spending by $54 billion,
to be offset by $54 billion in funds reallocated from the overall pool of resources available for
domestic discretionary programs. While the final numbers for the agency and its programs are
going through this give and take process, we remain confident in the Administration support for
NASA.
The Administration’s budget outline is expected to be released March 16. When the final
parameters of the more detailed budget – targeted for release in early May – are clear, we will
share that information with you. Further, the President’s budget release is just the start of the
budget approval process. As a reminder, Congress will deliberate the proposed budget and
eventually send an appropriation bill back to the President for signature to fund our Fiscal Year
2018 work. So, we have a ways to go in the budget process.”

• Calling Amateur Astronomers
Do you watch the skies? NASA is conducting a survey on telescope usage and astronomical
viewing habits. Fill out the survey.

• Job Announcement: Purdue University Postdoctoral Fellow in Planetary Sciences
Purdue University has recently established a program in Extraterrestrial Habitat Engineering.
The program aims at the identification and development of solutions to problems of long-term
design and construction of sustainable and permanent human settlements outside Earth. The
successful candidate will join a growing multidisciplinary group of faculty, researchers and
students, working at the interface of planetary sciences, aeronautical engineering, structural
engineering, geomechanics and social sciences.
We seek a dynamic individual with expertise at the interface of Planetary Science and Civil
Engineering, with excellent communication and management skills. The candidate will
collaborate with the research group in establishing research goals, identifying and quantifying
risk hazards to create permanent habitats that will protect future explorers in extreme
environments in space, will supervise graduate and undergraduate research assistants, and
will participate in the organization of seminar series and workshops.
Qualified individuals should have a Ph.D. in Planetary Sciences, Astronomy, Geosciences, or a
related field at the time of appointment. Review of candidates will begin March 1, 2017, and the

position will remain open until filled. The appointment is for one year, renewable for a second
year. Salary will be competitive. Applications should include: (1) letter of interest; (2) CV, and
(3) names of three references to, Prof. Jay Melosh, and Prof. Antonio Bobet,
Purdue University is an EOE/AA employer. All individuals, including minorities, women,
individuals with disabilities and veterans are encouraged to apply. A background check will be
required for employment in this position. For the latest postings, visit the section website

